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Pennsylvania Plans for School Libraries 


JANE Grey SMITH, State 


In February of this year the new posi- 
tion of School Libraries Adviser was cre- 
ated in the Department of Public In- 
struction as a part of the Bureau of 
Instruction with an office in the Educa- 
tional Forum Building in Harrisburg. 

With the continued growth of school 
libraries throughout the state the need 
for such a position has been growing. 
Pennsylvania is the twenty-ninth state to 
make such an appointment and several 
states have three people working in this 
area. 

The ultimate goal, of course, is to 
make possible good library service for 
every boy and girl in the schools of 
Pennsylvania. To implement this there 
is work to be done to adapt national 
standards to the state program; to in- 
terpret the services of school libraries to 
members of the State Department, ad- 
ministrators, school board members, 
teachers, and parents; to encourage and 
promote the growth of libraries and to 
establish new ones; to advise and help 
school librarians with their individual 
problems; to assist the training program 
and aid in the recruitment of new li- 
brarians; to serve as a liason agent for 
local, state, and national professional 
organizations; and to prepare and dis- 
tribute materials helpful to the group, 
especially in the field of book selection. 

\ program with this breadth and 
scope cannot be accomplished immedi- 
ately, but in the establishment of the 
position a beginning has been made. 
Much of the first year will need to be 
spent in getting acquainted with county 
and local district superintendents and 
librarians and in letting them know 
what services are available from the of- 
fice. To do this the Adviser is free to 
attend committee and group meetings, 
conferences, workshops and to visit  li- 
braries upon request throughout the 
state. 

With the great amount of building 
being done some very concrete help has 
been given architects and school ad- 
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School Libraries Adviser 


ministrators in the planning of new li- 
braries and remodeling old rooms to 
serve in that capacity. Plans have been 
drawn or altered and lists made of 
needed equipment for library suites for 
school districts. 

The majority of elementary buildings 
now being constructed have no plans 
for a school library even in districts 
where there will be 25-30 classroom 
units. Administrators and school boards 
must be educated to the need for central 
school libraries in the lower grades. An 
article on this subject “Putting Z Before 
A” was written for the April issue of 
The Pennsylvania School Journal. We 
need more examples of good functioning 
elementary libraries in the state to dem- 
onstrate to others their value. We also 
need improved methods of reporting our 
library activities. 

Many publishers are already sending 
review copies of new books to my office. 
They will be used for reading, review- 
ing and listing of new materials. The 
books will also be available for examina- 
tion in the office and may be borrowed 
for displays at teachers meetings and 
institutes or library meetings. If it is 
possible lists of suggested new books 
will be compiled at regular intervals. 

Questionnaires and surveys have been 
answered and_ statistics compiled and 
sent to other state supervisors, to the 
secretary of the American Association 
of School Librarians and to the office of 
the Library Specialist in the Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare in 
Washington. Other state supervisors 
have been extremely helpful in sharing 
their experience and publications. We 
need a uniform means of listing and 
gathering statistics within the state. No 
record of elementary libraries exists at 
all. 

Experience and research will show 
other areas of service in which the 
school library adviser can help. The 
program is flexible and will change with 
the needs of the librarians of the state. 
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To Public Library Trustees 


There are two sides to a trustee’s work. 
One side is his responsibility to his 
own library and the other is his responsi- 
bility to libraries and library service in 
general. This second side is no less im- 
portant than the first, because each indi- 
vidual library must operate within the 
laws set up for all libraries. If the 
laws are favorable to good library serv- 
ice, if they are a stimulus to better li- 
brary service, it is usually because pub- 
lic library trustees have worked together 
to obtain them. Also, good library 
service in one community should stimu- 
late trustees to demand similar service 
in their own communities. 

Trustees here in Pennsylvania now 
have an opportunity to work together 
to improve the library laws of Pennsyl- 

vania—they need it, to compare notes, 
exchange ideas and clarify their jobs in 
their own minds. This opportunity is 
the newly reactivated Trustees Section 
of the Pennsylvania Library Association. 
At the 1952 Pennsylvania Library Asso- 
ciation Conference in Lancaster, a con- 
stitution was adopted. Although the 
dues are only $2.00, $1.00 for PLA and 
$1.00 for the Trustees Section, Trus- 
tees have not shown much interest in 
joining. Out of the 3,000 to 4,000 trus- 
tees of Pennsylvania libraries, only 105 
have joined the Trustees Section. 

Here in Pennsylvania the libraries 
and librarians need the support of their 
trustees. Our services do not compare 
with those of any of the states sur- 
rounding ours. We have more citizens 
with no public library service than any 
other state in the nation, we are well 
down the list in per capita financial sup- 
port and books per capita. Many of 
our libraries have no_ professionally 


educated librarians on their staffs. 


The 
city of Cleveland (population 914,808) 
invests more funds in its public library 
than all the boroughs, cities and counties 
in Pennsylvania (population 10,498,012). 

There are many goals for our trustees 


to work toward. The easiest and best 
way to improve their own libraries, and 
those throughout the state, is to work 
together. Join the Trustees Section of 
the Pennsylvania Library Association. 
Send your two dollar dues to either 
Lester Stoffel, librarian, Easton Public 
Library, and treasurer of the PLA; or 
to Mrs. Betty Woekner, president of the 
Mount Lebanon Library Board of Trus- 
tees, and Treasurer of the Trustees Sec- 
tion. 


WititiAM W. Bryan 
President, P L A 


Your President has had a very busy 
Spring, covering as many meetings as 
could possibly be fitted into his sched- 
ule. The last report shows he was pres- 
ent at the following meetings: Phila- 
delphia Area District, Philadelphia, Feb- 
ruary 18; Eastern Pennsylvania School 
Librarian’s Conference, Millersville State 
Teachers College, March 20; West 
Branch District, Milton, April 17; Juni- 
ata-Conemaugh District, Juniata Col- 
lege, Huntingdon, April 23; Four County 
District, Ambridge Public Library, May 
7; Lehigh Valley District, Easton Public 
Library, May 8; South Central District, 
State Library, Harrisburg, May 9; East- 
ern Section of College and Reference 
Section, LaSalle College Library, Phila- 
delphia, May 16; County Library Section, 
Harrisburg, April 20; Southwest District, 
Mt. Lebanon Public Library, May 6. Ed. 


PLA History Planned 


At the request of President Bryan, 
and with the approval of the Executive 
Board, I am hoping to find it possible 
to write a history of the PLA. 

For this project the much needed help 
and information must come from mem- 
bers and friends of the Association. If 
you have any records, mss., photographs, 
reminiscences, anecdotes, etc., or know 


nh 


where they may be found, please send 
the information to me. 

The suggested members of the com- 
mittee are: Mrs. Helen R. Godcharles, 
Evelyn Matthews, Helen G. Betterly, 


Alice R. Eaton, Helen A. Ganser, and 
Edith Patterson. 
FRANCES DORRANCE, Chairman 
P LA History Committee 




















Pennsylvania Government Documents 


RosE DEMOREST 
Pennsylvania Room, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 


Probably a most neglected field of 
valuable source material for this state 
has been the documents issued by the 
various departments and bureaus. The 
list is a long one and complete files 
are difficult to find in one place. The 
problem remains of their lack of ac 
cessibility, the difficulty of handling 
them and the lack of a uniform system 
of distribution. 

The very word, government docu- 
ment, seems a formidable one to the av- 
erage reader and the burden of their 
use rests with the librarian. Their prac- 
tical usefulness must be demonstrated 
and proven. “Of all places to find this,” 
was the exclamation of the reader as 
the result of locating an illustration of 
a locomotive in use in /878. It was on 
the cover of the report of the Secretary 
of Internal Affairs. This same depart- 
ment published the most complete des- 
cription ever written of the famed Alle- 


gheny Portage Railroad, one of the 
technical wonders of its day. The il- 
lustrations and drawings enhance its 
value. 


State pensions granted to Revolution- 
ary soldiers and their families in 1835 
and the divorce lists of /845 in the 
statute laws are a contribution to family 
interests. In 1/935 and 1945 there were 
stream pollution and airports acts, which 
shows that even the state laws are for 
use in the public library as well as in 
the court room. 

The state Manual, one of the best 
published by any of the states, is a 
general source book and has long been 
the most popular and most easily acces- 
sible of all. The Industrial Directory is 
fast becoming the second in popularity. 
The Bulletins issued by the Public In- 
struction Department are very numer- 
ous and due to difference in size and 
system of serial numbers difficult to 
handle. The Educational Directory, is- 
sued annually, is the most generally use- 
ful, and School Laws are in steady de- 
mand. Bicycle Safety and Handbook for 
the School Bus Driver, shows how the 
Department is alerted to present day 
school needs. 

Health and nutrition are well covered 
by a variety of bulletins from the Health 
Department. The Labor and Industry 
Department issues an extensive number 
of safety regulations covering most all 


types of potential hazards such as lad- 
ders, laundries, lead and logging. A 
new publication called Labor and Jn- 
dustry Review is on the glamorous as- 
pects of labor and features such arti- 
cles as, “steel men and symphony con- 
certs,” “Hershey candy bar” and “Leb- 
anon steel and TV.” The Labor Market 
Letter provides frequent statistical re- 
leases on employment, hours and earn- 
ings. Your own labor area should be 
sufficient to have on file. The state is 
divided into twenty-eight such areas. 


The present day news releases on the 
Chesterman report on a study of the 
state government, is a reminder of a 
similar investigation made and pub- 
lished in 1934, called the Sterling Re- 
port which is well worth preserving as 
copies are now scarce. Many government 
departments and bureaus are engaged in 
research of various kinds and the re- 
sults are ours to use. Space for the large 
number of volumes is a problem and 
few libraries have the allotted shelves 
needed to house them, so that careful 
selection is needed in most cases and 
those should be adapted to the commu- 
nity. The value of manufacture, the 
state flag, products of a given county, 
labor laws, homes for the aged, state 
hospitals, coal deposits, trout fishing and 
raising poultry are but a few examples 
and types of information readily avail- 


able from a collection of state docu- 
ments. 
For the research worker who wants 


everything on a given subject there are 
two excellent lists to consult. Mr. R. R. 
Bowker was the pioneer with his State 
Publications of Pennsylvania, which 
came out at the turn of the century. 
Adelaide R. Hasse soon followed with 
her extensive list on economic subjects 
only. In addition to all of the state pub- 
lications she included The Pennsylvania 
School Journal as well as some other 
sources. She covered an enormous 
amount of material, so that it is possible 
to trace a complete historical develop- 
ment of a subject. Her work is truly 
a monument to her skill and ability. 
Both she and Mr. Bowker were recog- 
nized authorities in the library world 
of a former time. For recent names 
and bulletin numbers of state publica- 
tion there is a series, up to number 7 
so far, put out by the Bureau of Pub- 








lications in Harrisburg. It is very help- 
ful in identifying titles and in making 
a selection. 

\s for the most useful documents to 
purchase, no one can select a few that 


would answer for all, as each commu- 
nity differs in reading interests and 
demands. An attempt will now be 


made with a trial list, all of which can 
be obtained in Harrisburg. 
PENNSYLVANIA DOCUMENTS 
Archives. Over 100 volumes in this set. 
It is a fundamental and basic collection 
of source books, that all public libraries, 
no matter how small, should have. They 


are fast disappearing from the book 
markets and will some day be very 
scarce. 

Manual. The best general book of in- 


formation covering the entire state. 
Industrial Directory. Arvanged in al- 
phabetical form for each county, giving 
names and types of industry and the 
number employed. 

Forests and Waters. Numerous bulle- 
tins are issued on state forests, recreation 
areas, parks and camping grounds. 
Internal Affairs. Productive Industries. 
This is an excellent publication of sta- 
tistics on each of the counties. This will 
increase in usefulness if the U. S. Census 
of Manufacture discontinues theirs. 
Labor and Industry. The lack of con- 
tinuity in publishing a series makes it 
difficult to list an indispensable one. 
Labor laws, no longer published, were 
valuable in their time. 

Commerce Department. Numerous at- 
tractive folders are issued on publicity 
for the state, such as maps and leaflets 
covering points of interest. The Em- 





blem folder is especially useful for the 
pictures of the state flag, tree, bird and 
seal. 

Game Commission. Their attractive lit- 
erature on game and bird protection is 
a liberal education in itself and all are 
eagerly used, especially by the young 
students. 

Historical Commission. Important, basic 
historical books of permanent value have 
been published for a number of years. 
A recent one, Guide to Historical Mark- 
ers is a revision and covers each county 
in the state. 

Attorney General. Official Opinions. 
Public Utility Commission. Decisions. 
Workmen’s Compensation Board. Deci- 
sions. Annual volumes published by the 
above agencies give the results of their 
work. This is serious reading, but there 
is no substitute for those who wish to 
consult their important cases. 

Joint State Government Commission. 
‘This recently organized agency has issu- 
ed many valuable studies on problems 
new and old, of social and economic na- 
tures. Some of them are: adoptions, al- 
coholism, blind pensions, public assist- 
ance, libraries, smoke control and relief. 
Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission. Any 
publication on this famous highway is 
much in demand. It is a favorite topic 
for a student theme and of interest to 
those who travel it for the first time. 

There is a vast wealth of material 
in the above documents listed plus 
others too numerous to include here. 
To paraphrase a well known saying on 
Mark Hopkins, “A librarian and Penn- 
sylvania documents would make a li- 
brary anywhere.” 


Report of the Nominating Committee 


The Nominating Committee appoint- 
ed to select a slate of officers for the 
Pennsylvania Library Association, to be 
voted on at the annual business meeting 
in the fall of 1953, has the honor of 
submitting the following report: 
President (now Vice President and Presi- 

dent Elect) —Ralph W. McComb, Li- 

brarian, Pennsylvania State College 

Library, State College, Pa. 
Vice President and President 

Lester L. Stoffel, Librarian, 

Public Library, Easton, Pa. 


Elect — 
Easton 


Secretary—Mrs. Jane Gray Smith, School 
Libraries Adviser, Department of Pub- 
lic Instruction, Harrisburg, Pa. 


Treasurer—Mrs. John Daub, Librarian, 


Mt. Lebanon Public Library, Mt. Leb- 
anon, Pa. 





Member at Large—Dawes Markwell, Li- 
brarian, Bradford County Library, 
R. D. 3, Troy, Pa. 

ALA Councilor — Rena Carlson, Libra- 
rian, State Teachers College, Clarion, 
ra. 

* » * 


Laura Cathon, Head, Central Boys and 
Girls Division, Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Elinor Harsh, Librarian, Lancaster 
County Library, Lancaster, Pa. 

Harriet T. Root, Librarian, Bethlehem 
Public Library, Bethlehem, Pa. 

Dr. Gilmore Warner, Librarian, State 
Teachers College, Lock Haven, Pa. 
Agnes Krarup, Supervisor, School Li- 
brary Services, Pittsburgh Public 
Schools, Pittsburgh, Pa.—Chairman. 

















A Regional System of Associate Libraries 


Dawes MarRKwWELL, Bradford County Library 


The Bradford County Library which 
gives bookmobile service to Bradford, 
Sullivan and Wyoming counties has re- 
cently expanded its policy in order to 
improve the coverage of the existing 
libraries in the smaller towns of the 
three counties. The new system is one of 
federation. 

These libraries are independent insti- 
tutions governed by their own Board of 
Directors and it seemed incorrect and 
impertinent to consider them as merely 
branches of the county library. They 
are therefore called Associate Libraries. 
Association is only offered to those li- 
braries which are well-established in 
their communities; whose Boards and 
staff are cooperative and friendly in 
their relations with the county library; 
and where the local library is obviously 
a live, appreciated institution in its com- 
munity with possibilities of growth. 

The county library has had deposit 
collections in ten of the thirteen li- 
braries of this area. Five of the libraries 
with deposit collections have been of- 
fered Association. All five have ac- 
cepted. 

In each case the county librarian ex- 
plains the plan to the Board of Directors 
of the interested library. At the first 
meeting the Board listens to the details, 
asks pertinent questions and takes the 
matter under consideration. At a_sec- 
ond meeting the Board asks more ques- 
tions. At a third meeting, which the 
county librarian does not attend, the 
Board considers the matter further and 
votes upon the question, recording the 
decision formally in its minutes and no- 
lifying the county library of the action 
taken. No other form is necessary. 

Under the Association plan the county 
library assumes full responsibility for 
the local library’s book collection. Dur- 
ing the first summer, after the plan has 
become effective, the county library takes 
inventory of the books and all records. 
Out-of-date and worn out books are dis- 
carded; those in need of repair are 
mended; obvious weaknesses in subject 
fields are noted. ‘The shelf list, from 
which inventory is taken, is corrected 
and is then used as the basis for re- 
vision of the catalogue. 





The weeding process makes shelf space 
available and gives the whole collection 
a rewarding appearance of life and 


brightness through the elimination of 
worn, patched and old-fashioned books. 
The county library now supplies needed 
books for the permanent collection and 
the whole is kept up-to-date by monthly 
visits of the bookmobiles. Under the 
system of deposit collections, the county 
library confined its work with children 
to the schools and the small libraries 
received either very few children’s books 
or none at all. As Associates, however, 
these libraries are supplied with as many 
children’s books of all grades as they 
need. 

Never again can the local library’s 
shelves become crowded with useless ma- 
terial. The local librarian constantly 
checks her collection and returns to the 
county library each month any books 
which are not useful to her borrowers. 
Each summer the county library staff 
makes a further survey. 

The county library has changed its 
book purchasing policy to fill the needs 
of the Associate Libraries. The county 
library staff is constantly working with 
the local librarians to improve their 
service to the community and the serv- 
ice of the county library to the As- 
sociates. 

The local library is still responsible 
for its building and staff and uses the 
money formerly assigned to the book 
budget to make any improvements it 
wishes. In all five of the Associates, the 
county librarian has suggested that the 
local librarian be paid from funds of 
the Depariment of Public Instruction, 
Recreation Program. ‘This can be ar- 
ranged in co-operation with a_ local 
school district which is then repaid by 
the state department on the basis of 
its reimbursement fraction. The local 
library has either been able to save 
money by the arrangement or has hired 
its librarian for more hours. In either 
case the librarian is better paid, a no- 
table advantage. 

In each of the Associate Libraries, al- 
most immediately after the plan has 
become effective, there has been a great 
increase in the circulation and in gen- 
eral use by the public. At first this has 
caused much extra work for the county 
library because of the enthusiasm of lo- 
cal librarians who at last find them- 
selves able to supply the requests of 
their public. After a few months of 








adjustment the service settles into a 
routine of steadily improving relations 
among all concerned. 

If for any unforseen reason, the local 
library should wish to withdraw from its 
Asscciated standing, it may do so by vote 
of its Board of Directors. It could again 
become a mere depository or could can- 
cel all relations with the county library. 
In either event, the county library would 
remove its collection of books with as 
little dislocation as possible but would 
immediately cease to give the services 
established under the Association plan. 

The advantages of the Associate Li- 
braries plan to the county library are 
manifold. By improving library service 
anywhere within its area, the county 
library is expanding its natural function. 


Fall Regional 


Plan now to attend the Middle At- 
lantic Regional Library Conference to 
be held at the Ambassador Hotel in 
Atlantic City from October 15 through 
17. The program promises to be unique, 
stimulating and inspiring with some- 
thing of interest for all from the re- 
cent library school graduate to the sea- 
soned administrator representing small, 
medium-sized or large libraries in  spe- 
cial or public fields, 

The overall theme of the conference 
will be “Business Advises Librarians.” 
Following the keynote speech on Thurs- 
day, October 15, there will be a special 
program geared to “Business Looks at 
Library Management” with workshops 
on simplification processes for the small 
and medium-sized library, organizing 
for business efficiency and coordinating 
functions. 

The morning session on Friday, Oc- 
tober 16, will deal with “Business Looks 
at Library Public Relations” with a talk 
and workshops on reporting to the tax- 
payer, planning a public relations pro- 
gram and educational television with 
emphasis on storytelling and programs 
for young people. The afternoon  ses- 
sion will cover “Business Looks at Li- 
brary Personnel” with a talk and work- 
shops on supervision and morale, staff 
development and selection. 

State meetings and a Friends of the 
Library luncheon will be held on Sat- 
urday, October 17. The afternoon ses- 
sions will include a trustees meeting and 
a workshop on “How to Buy a Book.” 
The banquet will be held that evening. 
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In each case the Associate Library’s sta- 
tistics become those of the county li- 
brary. This gives a more nearly true 
picture of the regional service. 
Perhaps in the future the greatest 
advantage will be discovered to be the 
improvement in public relations and the 
strengthening of the political position 
of the county library. By associating 
local libraries more closely than can be 
possible under a system of deposit col- 
lections, the county library becomes the 
immediate and local concern of the in- 
fluential citizens who make up the di- 
rectorships of each of the Associate Li- 
braries. If the county library wished to 
take the matter of its financial support 
to the people, these citizens would be 
strong in a pre-election campaign. 


Conference 


Each workshop will consist of a rep- 
resentative from the business world, a 
librarian and a library chairman. The 
evening speakers will be distinguished 
personalities who will discuss the role 
of the librarian in today’s world. 

A partial line-up of participants in 
the conference includes Mr. J. M. Shaw, 
Assistant Vice President, Public Rela- 
tions, American ‘Telephone & Telegraph 
Company; Mr. Kenneth Wells, Presi- 
dent, Freedom Foundation; Mr. Lynn 
Poole, Director of the Johns Hopkins 
Science Review—an award program in 
educational television; Professor Forrest 
H. Kirkpatrick, Dean of Students, Beth- 
any College, and Assistant to the Presi- 
dent, Wheeling Steel Corporation, plus 
many other outstanding leaders in li- 
brary and related fields. 

An added feature of the conference 
is the Leadership Training Institute, 
dealing with group dynamics and audio 
visual aids, to be held each morning 
for a limited number of registrants. Res- 
ervations may be made in advance. 

In addition, an employment exchange 
will be directed by Robert F. Munn. It 
will serve merely as a clearing house 
with no attempt to evaluate qualifica- 
tions or positions. The Exchange will 
function more efficiently if interested 
persons will register in advance of the 
Conference. Please send information to 
Robert F. Munn, West Virginia Uni- 
versity, University Library, Morgan- 
town, W. Va. 

You can’t afford to miss the Middle 
Atlantic Regional Library Conference! 


Toe 

















Film Service in Medium-Sized Public Libraries* 


MARILYN A. CREASY 
Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre 


This study was made at the request 
of the Pennsylvania Library Association 
Audio-Visual Committee in the hope of 
discovering economical and efficient ways 
of developing film services in the me- 
dium-sized public libraries of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

After a preliminary survey of 73 
public libraries in New Jersey, New 
York, Ohio and Pennsylvania, serving 
populations of 30,000 to 150,000, four- 
teen libraries offering various types of 
film services were chosen for detailed 
study. These libraries were: New Jersey: 
East Orange Public Library, New Bruns- 
wick Public Library; New York: New 
Rochelle Public Library, R. P. Flower 
Memorial Library, Watertown; Ohio: 
Canton Public Library Association, El- 
yria Public Library, Lima Public Li- 
brary, Lorain Public Library, Warder 
Public Library, Springfield, Warren Pub- 
lic Library; Pennsylvania: Allentown 
Free Library, Easton Public Library, 
Reading Public Library, Osterhout Free 
Library, Wilkes-Barre. 

‘The purpose of this article is to sum- 
marize the information collected, with 
special emphasis on one type of film 
service revealed by the survey which 
seems to offer possibilities for develop- 
ment in Pennsylvania. 


The film circuit systems, common in 
Ohio, of which the six Ohio libraries in- 
cluded in the survey are members, pre- 
sent many advantages to the small or 
medium-sized public library. This is a 
plan whereby a number of small li- 
braries in a certain area, geographically 
determined, unite to borrow films from 
a large central library. Each of the 
smailer libraries receives a specific num- 
ber of films for a certain period of time 
—usually a month. At the end of this 
time the library sends its collection on 
to another circuit library and, in turn, 
receives a new collection from a third 
library in the circuit. This system makes 
it possible for each small library to 
have a varied film collection for com- 
munity use at a minimum cost. 
*Summary of and comments on ‘Educa- 
tional Film Service in 14 Medium-Sized Public 
Libraries of New Jersey, New York, Ohio, and 
Pennsylvania,”’ a research study made at the 
School of Library Science, Drexel Institute of 
Technology, June 1952. 


To illustrate this plan: the North- 
eastern Ohio Circuit serviced by the 
Cleveland Public Library has nine mem- 
ber libraries which receive 30 to 40 
films per month for 10 months out of 
the year. During the other two months 
all the films are returned to Cleveland 
Public Library for repair, cleaning, and 
replacement. The cost of this service 
is based on the size of the library. One 
of the member libraries, the Warren 
Public, sets aside $1,000 yearly for film 
service. 

Each of the Western Ohio Circuit li- 
braries serviced by Cincinnati Public Li- 
brary receives about 25 films per month, 
ten months of the year, at a cost of $725 
yearly. 

A service similar to this circuit system 
is also available to the public library of 
Watertown, N. Y. This library has ac- 
cess, free of charge, to all films owned 
by the N. Y. State Regional Library Serv- 
ice Center located in Watertown. The 
service is a weekly one, the films being 
delivered to the public library every 
Friday and collected the following Fri- 
day. This plan, of course, could only 
be successful in areas where a state or 
regional film center was located. 

The cost of films rented from regular 
film agencies varies greatly. Some are 
obtainable for postage and transporta- 
tion charges only, while others cost from 
$2.00 to $30.00 per rental. One of the 
libraries surveyed, rents films from’ two 
agencies which give service on a yearly 
basis. The cost of this service amounts 
to about $1000 yearly. Of the 13 li- 
braries which rent films from outside 
agencies regularly or occasionally, ten 
loan films to patrons. The other three 
reserve their films for film programs or 
forum groups within the library. 

In renting films to patrons the ma- 
jority of the libraries surveyed do not 
pass the rental fee on to the borrower. 
Here again the circuit system is valuable 
because the cost of the circuit films is 
less than the cost of those rented from 
outside agencies. The circuit library 
films are loaned free of charge except 
for an insurance fee of 10c per reel. 

A few of the non-circuit libraries charge 
a token fee of 25c or 50c per reel, while 
one charges the full rental cost and 








another 2/3 of this cost plus a 1L5c in- 
surance fee. 

Film programs are sponsored by ten 
of the libraries, a few regularly, but the 
majority only on special occasions. Even 
fewer libraries sponsor film forums. Of 
the four that have experimented with 
this type of educational project only 
one library has made it a part of its 
weekly schedule. However, as the prob- 
lems of film cost are met and efficient 
systems of film service are established, 
the number of libraries sponsoring film 
forums will undoubtedly increase. 


Although ten of the libraries own pro- 
jection equipment, only one loans it for 
outside use. The others reserve their 
projectors for use in the library. Bell & 
Howell, Victor and Ampro-Stylist pro- 
jectors are most frequently used. 


The favored publicity medium is the 
newspaper, eleven of the libraries fre- 
quently contributing articles about film 
service. Mimeographed film lists dis- 


played in the library or mailed to po- 
tential borrowers rank second, and radio 
announcements and preview screenings 
are used by approximately 1/3 of the 
libraries. Preview screenings are held 
for the benefit of group leaders or other 
potential users and provide an oppor- 
tunity for becoming acquainted with 
film content and quality. If the com- 
munity leaders are made aware of film 
previews, this can be one of the best ad- 
vertising media. 

The preceding statements are only 
brief summaries of the information re- 
ceived on the questionnaires. The whole 
body of material would seem to indicate 
that Ohio is much further advanced in 
public library film service than the 
other three states surveyed. This is un- 
doubtedly due to the fact that Ohio has 
established a commendable system of 
film circuit libraries which enables small 
and medium-sized libraries with limited 
budgets to have access to a variety of 
films. 
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PLA Sectional and Regional Meetings 


The County Library Section of the 
PLA held its spring meeting on April 
20, in the Administration Building of 
the Harrisburg Public Library. Alice R. 
Eaton and Esther C. Strickland thought- 
fully provided coffee and buns, which 
were most welcome after the cold rides 
most of the group had made that morn- 
ing. 

During the morning session plans 
were discussed for a county library dis- 
play at the 1954 Farm Show. Arrange- 
ments were left in the capable hands of 
the present committee composed of M. 


Elinor Harsh, Charlot W. Fleck and 
Mrs. Purcell. 
Mrs. Katherine H. Kiernan of the 


Somerset County Library read the ten- 
tative program for the County Library 
Section Workshop to be held in State 
College on July 23 and 24. Any one 
interested in attending this workshop 
should contact Mrs. Kiernan as soon as 
possible. The program will cover short 
cuts to cataloging, possible standardiza- 
tion of record keeping, book selection 
for bookmobile work, and several in- 
teresting panel discussions. 

Mrs. Jane Gray Smith, School Li- 
braries Advisor for the Department of 
Public Instruction was the speaker at 
the afternoon session. She discussed her 
work with school libraries in the State, 
and what she hopes to do to raise stand- 
ards. There was an informal, but spirit- 
ed, discussion following Mrs. Smith’s 
talk. The County Library Section feels 
that the State Department of Public In- 
struction is fortunate to have secured the 
services of such a well-trained and able 
person for this position. 


Mrs. CarRota L. STUCKENRATH, 
President 


. * . 


Ihe Western District Meeting of the 
College and Reference Section was held 
May 2 at the University of Pittsburgh 
Library. Forty-eight people attended. the 
morning meeting. Jane Culler from the 
University of Pittsburgh spoke on the 
use of microfilm microcards and micro- 
print; and Mrs. Lillian Young spoke on 
her work on the Union List of Serials of 
the Pittsburgh area. The last portion 
of the meeting was a round table discus- 
sion by seven members of this year’s Car- 
negie Library School class on the im- 
pression of their college libraries, things 
they might have done for their library, 


and things they hope to see the library 
do on the campus to which each goes. 
This proved to be an interesting and 
profitable discussion. 

At the afternoon session Gertrude 
Kneil, from the University of Pittsburgh, 
spoke on her experiences as an exchange 
librarian to the University of Leeds and 
Philip M. Benjamin, librarian at Alle- 
gheny College, spoke on several libraries 
he visited while on vacation in France, 
Germany and Switzerland. Luncheon 
was served in the faculty club at the 
University. , 

SALLY ROWLEY, Chairman 


* * * 


The annual meeting of the South- 
western District was held at the Mt. 
Lebanon Public Library, Mt. Lebanon, 
on May 6. 

Charlot Fleck, assistant extension li- 
brarian of the state library, and Wil- 
liam Bryan, President, Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Association, spoke briefly. A panel 
discussion on “Touchy Areas in Book 
Selection” was presented by: Bessie G. 
Hardie, Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh; 
Lydia Heller, Greensburg Public Li- 
brary; Helen M. Lutton, South Hills 
High School; Elinor Walker, Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh; with Agnes Kra- 
rup, Pittsburgh Board of Public Educa- 
tion as Moderator. 


Mrs. Margery Evernden Gulbransen, 
children’s author, spoke on Norway at 
the afternoon session. 

Officers elected for 1953-54 were: presi- 
dent, Mrs. John C. Daub, Mt. Lebanon 
Public Library; vice-president, Lydia 
Heller, Greensburg Public Library; sec- 
retary-treasurer, Bessie G. Hardie, Car- 
negie Library of Pittsburgh. 


Bessie G. Harpire, Secretary 


* * * 


the Central Pennsylvania meeting of 
the College and Reference Section was 
held at Wilson College, Chambersburg, 
Saturday, April 25. Helen I. Borneman, 
librarian of the Wilson College Library 
was hostess and chairman. 

Thirty people, from at least seven col- 
leges, Penn State, Wilson, Gettysburg, 
Franklin and Marshall, Lock Haven 
State Teachers’ College, Lebanon Val- 
ley, and Dickinson, attended. The meet- 
ting was preceded by coffee and_ rolls 
which the hostess thoughtfully provided 
the weary, early morning travelers. 








The meeting convened at 10:45. Miss 
Borneman greeted the group and in- 
troduced Dr. Margaret C. Disert, Dean 
of the College, who welcomed the Visit- 
ing librarians. 


Miss Borneman read a letter from 
William W. Bryan, President of PLA, 
expressing his regret at being unable to 
attend the meeting. In his letter he also 
stressed the need of Pennsylvania li- 
brarians continuing to write letters to 
Gov. John S. Fine, urging him to ap- 
point a qualified librarian to head the 
State Library. He further urged the 
librarians present to plan to attend the 
\tlantic City meeting of the combined 
state associations in October. 


Next, Miss Borneman read an invita- 
tion to the group from Dr. Gilmore 
Warner, to hold the 1954 central regional 
meeting of the College and Reference 
Section at State Teacher’s College, Lock 
Haven. The invitation was accepted. 

Lhe first speaker on the program was 
Dr. Gilmore Warner, librarian, Lock 
Haven State Teachers’ College, who talk- 
cd to the group about “Union Film Cata- 
logues.” He reported that he had begun 
a union catalogue of films in Pennsyl- 
vania film libraries by utilizing Library 
of Congress printed cards for film strips 
and 16 millimeter motion picture film. 
He has a complete title file of the 
cards published by L. C. The holdings of 
several libraries are indicated on them. 
\lso, he has started a subject file of 
cards. 

\fter reporting what he has done to 
create a catalog for himself he dis- 
cussed the possibility of duplicating such 
a file in several libraries throughout 
the state so that it would be available 
as a finding list for users of films. No 
comparable tool now exists. Problems 
inberent in providing union catalogues 
include the cost of creating and main- 
taining them, cooperation on the part of 
film libraries to provide information to 
keep them up-to-date, a source of labor 
to compile and keep current the cata- 
logues, and the willingness of depository 
libraries to give publicity to the cata- 
logues and make them available to 
people who use film. 


From Dr. Warner's address and the 
discussion that followed came the fol- 


lowing recommendation to the chair- 


man of the College and Reference Sec- 
In the form of a motion, Dr. War- 
ner recommended that the College and 
Reference Section adopt as a project the 
study of all aspects of the problem of 
compiling and distributing a union cata- 


tion: 
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logue of films held by libraries within 
Pennsylvania. The study is to include 
the need for such a catalog, the cost of 
the task, the source of funds and labor 
for it, the extent of its distribution, and 
the information it should contain. It 
was passed. 

Ralph W. McComb then presented a 
report about the organization of chap- 
ters of the Association of College and 
Reference Libraries within the state, 
with particular attention to the for- 
mation of the new chapter in the Pitts- 
burgh area. He offered the report to in- 
form the librarians present of the pro- 
gress of the new ACRL program and 
to elicit opinions about the new develop- 
ment. Nobody was overly sure of the 
consequences to the College and Refer- 
ence Section of PLA of the formation of 
the new chapters, but the fear was ex- 
pressed generally that the chapters 
might tend to weaken the C. and R. 
Section. 


From the brief discussion that fol- 
lowed came a motion from Gerald M. 
Stevenson, reference librarian, Dickinson 
College, that the group present appoint 
Ralph W. McComb to study the ad- 
visability of forming a Central Pennsyl- 
vania Chapter of ACRL. It was defeated 
unanimously, largely on the ground that 
the group could see no need for such 
a chapter. 

At 12:30 the meeting recessed for 
lunch, which was served in the main 
dining hall of the College. 

The meeting was resumed at 2:00 
P. M. to hear a very interesting address 
by John N. Yarnall, member of the Eng- 
lish Department of Wilson College, on 
Soviet Literature. 

* * * 

‘The West Branch District Library As- 
sociation met April 17, at the Milton 
Public Library. Mrs. Robert Hassenplug, 
chairman, reported on the business of 
the organization. Librarians of this re- 
gion have protested Governor Fine’s 
appointment of acting state librarian. 
Margaret Sharar, J. V. Brown Library, 
Williamsport, will serve for the group 
on the membership committee of the 
PLA. The bylaws of the district or- 
ganization have been revised, and are 
being distributed to the members. 

William W. Bryan, President of PLA, 
discussed the library bill for state aid 
to municipal libraries. He also urged 
that trustees participate in the PLA. 

Charlot W. Fleck, of the State Li- 
brary, spoke to the group. She describ- 











ed a traveling young people’s book ex- 
hibit that is available from Eleanor Mc- 
Donald. She reported that Shamokin and 
Philipsburg are each planning to start 
a library. 

After a luncheon at the Hotel Milton, 
Thelma Feeman, of the Geisinger Hos- 
pital Library, Danville, gave an_ il- 
lustrated talk on the picture file, its 
sources and its many uses. 

Mrs. Noreen Blum, Lycoming College 
Library, Williamsport, discussed the 
many aspects of a practical circulating 
record collection. 


Dr. Gilmore Warner, librarian of the 
State Teachers College Library, Lock 
Haven, urged that libraries keep pace 


with modern trends by being film cen- 
ters. He described the rental film col- 
lection that is available from that col- 
lege. He concluded his speech by show- 
ing a film, “Yours is the Land.” 

Officers elected were Marian Mauser, 
Bloomsburg Public Library, chairman 
and Leona Hosmer, Lock Haven Teach- 
ers College Library, secretary-treasurer. 

The next meeting will be held in 
Bloomsburg. 


LEONA HOSMER, 
Secretary-Treasurer 


* * * 


The Northeastern Pennsylvania Li- 
brary Association met on Saturday, May 
Oh, at the Luzerne County Medical So- 
ciety Library, with 41 present. 

Mary Barrett, president, was in charge 
of the business meeting. She urged all 
in attendance to register so that a com- 
plete listing of area librarians could be 
compiled after the morning session. The 
fall meeting will be held on Saturday, 
October 3rd. 

Grace Estes told of the League of 
Women Voters of Wilkes Barre publica- 
tion, This is Wilkes Barre; copies of 
which were available at one dollar. Jo- 
sephine Savaro spoke in behalf of Sister 
M. Norberta, Marywood College and 
chairman of recruiting for Northeastern 
Pennsylvania, and told of recruitment 
work done in the area by various mem- 
bers of the Association. 

Warren French, chairman of the nom- 
inating committee, submitted the fol- 
lowing slate of officers, who were then 
elected; president, Donald Riechmann, 
librarian, Hazleton Public Library; vice- 
president, Mrs. Mary Valentine Fraley, 
librarian, GAR High School, Wilkes 
Barre; secretary-treasurer, Marianne Mc- 
Tighe, reference librarian, U niversity of 
Scranton. 


The speaker at the morning session 
was Mary Strang of the Nathan Straus 
Branch, New York Public Library. Fol- 
lowing the film, “Impressionable Years,” 
shown through the cooperation of the 
Osterhout Free Library, Miss Strang pre- 
sented the inside story of the filming 
of the movie. Having served as techni- 
cal advisor she was able to give the 
group a revealing picture of the tre- 
mendous effort which went into the pro- 
duction. At a late afternoon session 
Miss Strang discussed a number of out- 
standing, recent children’s books. 

Following luncheon Margaret A. Kate- 
ly, of the Upper Darby Public Library, 
spoke on the problems of establishing a 
film information center. An outline of 
the necessary materials was presented, 
and a sample display of such a center 
was available for examination. 

Following the speaker, the College and 
Reference Section adjourned for their 
business meeting. 
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* * 


Following a joint meeting with the 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Library As- 
sociation, the annual business meeting 
of the College and Reference Section of 
the Northeastern Pennsylvania Library 
Association was called to order by Mari- 
anne McTighe at 3:30 P. M., Saturday, 
May 9. The minutes of the last meeting 
were read and approved. 

Progress on the union list of peri- 
odicals which is being established in the 
Wilkes-Barre area was discussed briefly. 

Joseph H. Myers then led a discussion 
of several points brought up at the 
PLA College and Reference section 
meeting at Trenton, Pa. 

The first was a proposal for a statisti- 
cal survey of college libraries in the 
state, which would be a PLA College 
and Reference Section Project and 
would follow along the lines of a simi- 
lar survey made recently by the As 
sociation of College and Reference Li- 
braries. The members of the group 
voted to go on record as favoring the 
undertaking of this project. 


The second point discussed was a 
recommendation that a union list of films 
be established by the College and Ref- 
erence Section. Mr. Myers reported that 
Dr. Gilmore Warner has already begun 
such a project; that the main problems 
consist of financing, and determining 
what information librarians would like 
the union catalog to have available, 
and the amount of interest they have in 
such a project. 








The next subject was concerned with 
the Atlantic City Conference next fall. 
Ihe group went on record as favoring 
a breakfast meeting of the PLA Col- 
lege and Reference Section at Atlantic 
City. 

The proposed union catalog for the 
Wilkes-Barre area was brought up. Mary 
I. Barrett suggested that the King’s Col- 
lege Library would be in a position to 
house the catalog when they have moved 
into their new building. It was noted 
that Wilkes College has been building 
up cards for this catalog for over a year 


and that several other libraries have 
shown interest in participating. 
Mrs. Nada Vujica was appointed 


chairman of the next meeting. 
WarREN F. FRENCH, Secretary 


* * * 


Lehigh Valley District meeting of PLA 
was held on May 8, 1953 at Hotel Easton 
with 62 members present. 

Hon. Robert W. Morse, Mayor of 
Easton extended a welcome to the group. 

Ihe program for the morning. ses- 
sion was a panel discussion: How School 
and Public Libraries can Cooperate. 
Members of the panel were: Mrs. Mary 
Ellen Lewis, Mrs. May V. K. Valencik, 
Doris Bath and Richard L. Brown, with 
Dr. Ralph Fritz as moderator. This was 
followed by a discussion period. Reports 
were then given by each county on recent 
library progress. 

Following luncheon E. Gordon Alderf- 
er, free lance writer and author of the 
recent history of Northampton County 
Northampton Heritage spoke on: His- 
torical Resources of the Lehigh Valley. 

During the business meeting Lester 
Stoffel was named to investigate possi- 
bilities of producing a catalog of his- 


torical resources of the valley. 
The following officers were elected: 
chairman, Ruth Martin, East Strouds- 


burg State Teachers College; secretary, 
Elizabeth Kane, Monroe County Library; 
treasurer: Mazie Ziegler, Lehighton High 
School Library. 


Refreshments were served at the 
Easton Public Library following ad- 
journment of the meeting. 

* * * 


Ihe annual meeting of the South Cen- 
tral Chapter of PLA was held in Room 
321 of the Education Building in Harris- 
burg, Pa., at 10:45 A.M. on May 9, 1953. 
I here were 30 members present. 

Ellsworth H. Brininger, chairman, pre- 
sided and brought greetings to the 
group. The chapter was privileged to 
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hear three outstanding speakers, includ- 
ing Emerson Greenaway, director, Free 
Library of Philadelphia, Mrs. Jane Gray 
Smith, school libraries adviser, Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, told of her 
plans and program in this newly ap- 
pointed position. Maxine Gross, school 
librarian, South Middleton Township 
School, Boiling Springs, gave some sug- 
gestions from the school librarian’s point 
of view. 

The meeting in the afternoon opened 
with a few remarks by William W. 
Bryan, president of PLA. Mr. Brininger 
asked for discussion of the continuation 
of this chapter since there were no 
available funds to even pay the dues 
to PLA. The past two presidents have 
paid these dues. He also suggested that 
perhaps PLA should give financial aid 
to the chapters. There was also a lack 
of interest present as only 30, of the 
100 people contacted, attended the meet- 
ing. After a discussion it was proposed 
to collect a 50c fee from each mem- 
ber present to aid the incoming chair- 
man and _= secretary. $12.60 was col- 
lected. The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and approved. 

Mrs. Dorothy F. Lantz, the chairman 
of the nominating committee, presented 
the following report: chairman, Mrs. Lil- 
lian L. Snyder, Hanover Public Library, 
Hanover; and secretary, Betty J. Tavlor, 
Martin Memorial Library, York. , 

Helen I. Borneman made a motion 
that a committee be-appointed by the 
incoming president to study the ques- 
tion of a constitution for this group. 
The following suggestions are to be 
made to this committee 
1. That this chapter have a third of- 
ficer, that of vice-president-treasurer. 
This officer should move up to presi- 
dent and a new vice-president-treas- 
urer and a secretary be elected every 
year. By vote of the chapter this is 
mandatory to the committee. 

Miss Borneman suggested that this 
committee consider the question of 
another meeting in the fall in order 
to have a tighter organization. 
Mrs. Dorothy B. Nystrom suggested 
perhaps a breakfast or another get to- 
gether could be arranged for this 
chapter at the PLA meetings. 
There being no further business the 
meeting was turned over to Helen G. 
Betterly of the State Library. Miss Bet- 
terly told of the Caldecott and Newbery 
Award Books and the “runners up.” 
The meeting adjourned at 4:00 P.M. 
Mrs. Barbara L. Geyer, 
Secretary 




















A joint meeting of the College and 
Reference Section, Eastern District, of 
PLA, and the Philadelphia chapter of 
ACRL was held May 16, 1953, in the 
new library of LaSalle College in Phila- 
delphia. 

After greetings from Brother Erminas 
Stanislaus, F.S.C., president of LaSalle 
College, Alfonse F. Trezza, president of 
\CRL Philadelphia chapter presided at 
a brief business meeting. The chapter 
now has 53 paid members. Mimeo- 
graphed copies of the constitution will 
be ready for distribution in the fall. 

Harriet D. MacPherson, president- 
elect of ACRL said that all eyes are on 
Philadelphia and its first local chapter, 
so that an effort must be made to have 
an active group. 

Walter W. Wright, chairman of the 
College and Reference Section of PLA, 
presided at the business meeting of the 
Section. William W. Bryan, president of 
PLA, gave a report on legislation pend- 
ing in Harrisburg, referred to the state 
librarianship, and announced the re- 
gional conference to be held at Atlantic 
City October 15-17, and the conference 
of PLA in 1954. 

Mr. Wright said that there would be 
no program meeting of the College and 
Reference Section this fall because of 
the regional conference, but a combina- 
tion breakfast business meeting instead. 
He urged that suggestions for officers 
be made to Lee C. Brown, chairman of 
the Nominating Committee. 


Joseph Myers, Scranton Public Li- 
brary, discussed a Union List of Films 
proposed at the Central Region meeting 
as a project for this section of PLA. He 
said that Dr. Gilmore Warner at Lock 
Haven State Teachers College is begin- 
ning a union catalog of 16 mm. film. 
The project is to study all aspects of 
the problem of compiling and distribut- 
ing a union catalog of films in Pennsyl- 
vania libraries. Although it appeared 
that no one in this area has films of this 
nature, Mr. Trezza suggested that a com- 
mittee be appointed to explore the idea 
in order that our obligations to the 
other regional groups of the Section 
might be fulfilled. 

Mr. Wright said that the collection of 
statistics by ACRL covers only about 
half of the institutions of the state and 
only about half of these are published in 
College and Research Libraries in Janu- 
ary. He suggested that, as a Section pro- 
ject, using ACRL blanks, a more com- 
plete collection of statistics could be 
made. The cost might be about $50. 
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There was general approval, coupled 
with the caution that figures should be 
complete and uniform and that they 
should also be published promptly. 

Mr. Wright suggested that overlap- 
ping of membership in a local ACRL 
chapter and PLA group may present a 
problem. Walter Hausdorfer felt that 
there was no conflict and we should all 
pull together. Miss MacPherson said 
that in New Jersey the two organiza- 
tions have the same membership. Mr. 
Bryan felt that the catalogers meet the 
same problem, and that the organization 
of regional catalogers in ALA may 
weaken the state association. 

Following the business meeting, Broth- 
er Edmund Joseph, F.S.C., librarian of 
LaSalle College told of some of the 
problems in building the library. He 
in turn introduced Lyle Boulware, of 
the firm of Simon and Boulware, Archi- 
tects, who was directly responsible for 
the design of the new library. Mr. Boul- 
ware discussed contemporary design in 
architecture beginning with a brief 
sketch of the history of architecture. He 
followed by telling of the problems of 
planning the LaSalle College Library. 
Inspection of the building preceded 
lunch. 

The afternoon session featured a panel 
discussion of chief librarians on Library 
Buildings: Dreams vs. Realities with the 
Reverend Daniel P. Falvey, O.S.A., pre- 
siding. Mr. Hausdorfer of Temple Uni- 
versity began the discussion by stres- 








sing that when planning a library the 
purpose of the college be kept in mind 
as well as the finances, staff and func- 
tions of the library. Miss MacPherson of 
Drexel Institute is planning both a li- 
brary and a library school, to be housed 
in the same building. She listed many 
items that had not been considered in 
the Drexel plans, but which are im- 
portant items to note. Dr. Charles W. 
David of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania mentioned some of the problems 
that have delayed the University in 
getting its new library. A University 
needs chiefly a good faculty and an ade- 
quate library, but at Pennsylvania too 
many other things seem to come before 
the library. Mr. Brown of Pennsylvania 
Military College said that his library had 
only six months of planning which was 
wholly inadequate. The librarian if 
possible should have some opportunity 
to choose the architect. A building can- 
not be planned independently of the 
furnishings. There are three costs in 
building a library, that of building and 
furnishing, operation costs, and the costs 
of changing the building. A brief discus- 
sion followed. 

The program was in the charge of 
Tilton M. Barron, Ursinus College, who 
was assisted by Mrs. Barbara K. Wright, 
Temple University, and Mrs. Kathryn 
Oller, Drexel Institute. 


Jean M. Green and 
Dorothy Kapenstein 


om 





mation write or telephone: 





train TO BEA LIBRARY TECHNICIAN 


The Community College of Temple University offers at its Cedarbrook Center a two- 
year curriculum in Library Technology with both day and evening classes. 


Courses are designed fo train Library technicians on a sub-professional level and 
the Degree of Associate in Arts will be awarded to graduates. For further infor- 
THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE OF 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 


Cheltenham Ave. and Sedgwick St. 


Phila. 19, Pa. Livingston 8-8100 
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Eastern Pennsylvania School Library Conference 


The eighth annual Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania School Library Conference, spon- 
sored on alternate years by the Teach- 
ers Colleges at Kutztown and Millers- 
ville, was held this year at Millersville 
on March 20-2Ist. 

Dr. Stephen M. Corey, executive offi- 
cer of the Horace Mann-Lincoln Insti- 
tute of School Experimentation and 
Columbia University, spoke at the Fri- 
day evening dinner meeting on “High 
Schools for a New World.” William W. 
Bryan, president of PLA, brought greet- 
ings from the association and spoke on 
pending library legislation in the State. 

The Saturday morning session was 
devoted to an address by Dr. Corey on 
“They Learn What They Practice” fol- 
lowed by a panel on instruction in the 
use of the library prepared by Miss 
Norma Aston, Miss Glenna Eshleman, 
Mrs. Laura K. Landis and Miss Louise 
Wall. 

James Michener spoke on “America 
and Asia” at the luncheon meeting on 
Saturday. Miss Bertha Frick, Columbia 
University, furthered the understand- 


Pennsylvania’s Traveling Book Exhibit 
and Mr. Vernon Ives, chairman of the 
Publishers’ Liaison Committee of the 
ALA, told of national efforts to bring 
books to young readers, and in addi- 
tion, showed a film recording, one of a 
TV series, “Telaventure Tales,” broad- 
cast in Seattle, Washington. These 
recordings are available on loan from 
the publisher of the author whose books 
are filmed. The one shown at the meet- 
ing dealt with Jim Kjelgaard’s books and 
is available from Holiday House. 

“Recent Books for Young People” was 
the topic of a talk delivered by Miss 
Agnes Krarup, Senior School Library 
Supervisor, Pittsburgh and included cri- 
tical evaluations of books examined dur- 
ing the past school year with explana- 
tions for the rejection of certain ones. 
Some of the un-annotated lists, includ- 
ing rejections, are still available to any- 
one wishing to write for one. 

Over three hundred librarians were in 
attendance at the conference. Among 
the guests was Miss Helen A. Ganser, re- 
tired librarian and director of library 


ing of Asia by relating her recent teach- education, Millersville State Teachers 
ing experiences in the newly establish- College. 
ed library school at Keio University, Coral E. Melson 
Tokyo, Japan. Acting Librarian 
Mr. Ellsworth H. Brininger, Exten- Acting Director of 
tion Librarian, State Library, spoke of Library Education 
Appointments 


Charles W. Adams (Simmons 51) will 
become head of the Catalog Department, 
Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa. on August 1, 1953. Mr. Adams has 
been first assistant in the Catalog De- 
partment of the Providence, Rhode 
Island Public Library for the past two 


years. At the Osterhout, he succeeds 
Alice Dew Schappert, who has married 
and left the profession. 

Rosemary Hannon (Marywood ’53) 
has been appointed Reference assistant, 
Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa. 





within 100-mile radius 


831 - 835 Cherry Street 





Quality, Service, Economy 


You receive all three when you send your work to Fehr & 
Johnson Inc. For the past thirty-five years we have special- 
ized in Fine Bookbinding with 90% of our work being done 
by hand. Even in this modern machine age there is no finer 
book bound than a HAND BOUND book. 


Pickup and delivery service 


FEHR AND JOHNSON, INC. 


“A Well Bound Book Is BOUND To Last” 


Shipping charges paid 
both ways 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 











P.L.A. TREASURER’S REPORT 


January 1, 1952 — December 31, 1952 


Balance January 1, 1952 $1,749.59 


RECEIPTS 

Ex pected Received 
Membership Dues $2,200.00 $2,784.00 
Bulletin Subscriptions 40.00 48.00 
Bulletin Advertising 800.00 619.00 
Conference Registration 300.00 458.00 
Conference Exhibits 900.00 1,190.00 
Conference Exhibits (1951) 190.00 
Conference Meals 1,420.95 
Conference Tow 144.00 
Survey Report Sales 32.57 
Miscellaneous 25.40 


$4,240.00 $6,911.92 6,911.92 


POTAL INCOME $8,661.51 


DISBURSEMENTS 
Budget Ex penses 


1952 Conference $1,150.00 $2,007.05 
Membership List 348.91 348.91 
lelephone 50.00 1.50 
Postage, Printing, Supplies 350.00 381.43 
Bulletin 200.00 762.26 
Executive Board 300.00 225.01 
President’s Expenses 200.00 166.58 
\. L. A. Membership 25.00 25.00 
Scholarship Fund 200.00 200.00 
Treasurer Remuneration 250.00 250.00 
Regional Meeting, 1953 200.00 200.00 
Survey Committee 50.00 

Federal Relations Committee 50.00 13.69 
Friends Committee 50.00 20.98 
Recruiting Committee 50.00 35.00 
Legislative Committee 100.00 24.67 
Membership Committee 50.00 16.99 
Scholarship Committee 50.00 

Audio-Visual Committee 50.00 33.53 
County Library Section 50.00 15.32 
College and Reference Section 50.00 50.00 
Public Library Section 50.00 20.00 
Children’s Section 50.00 48.50 
Trustee’s Section 50.00 10.56 
Miscellaneous 12.44 


$4,973.91 $4,929.42 4,929.42 
BALANCE December 21, 1952 $3,732.09 
BALANCE CERTIFICATION ACCOUNT 259.09 
BALANCE CARRIED OVER January 1, 1953 $3,991.18 


TOTAL MEMBERSHIPS 1952 — 1,106 
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